KILLARNEY STEAMER, &c. 



COPY of the Correspondence relative to the Loss of the Killarney 
Steamer, and the Complaints alleged against the Steam Boats plying 
between certain Ports in Ireland and Great Britain, in which an Export 
Trade in Pigs and other Live Stock is carried on. 



COUNTY OF THE CITY OF CORK. 

An Inquisition indented and taken at Mallow-lane, in the north liberties of 
the city of Cork, on Monday the 29th day of January, in the year of our Lord 
1838, and continued by adjournment to the court-house in the said city, before 
Heniy Hmdy, one of Her Majesty’s coroners for the said city of Cork, on view 
of the body of Maurice Morrison lying dead there, at Mallow-lane aforesaid. 



1. Bernard Sheehan, 

2. Michael Cox, 

3. James Russell, 

4. John Buckley, 

5. John Hayes, 

6. Bartholomew Cotter, 
7 - John Hogan, 



8. Timothy Haly, 

9. Jeremiah Cabett, 

10. Jeremiah Buckley, 

1 1 . William Carroll, 

12. John Meade, 

13. Daniel Bucldey, 

14. John Halioran, 



Good and lawful men of the said city and county of the city of Cork, who 
“T? *"i If charged to try and inquire, on the part 

and behalf of our Sovereign Lady The Queen, how and in what manner the 
said Maunce Mormon came by his death, and a true verdict to give according 
to the evidence, did find and present as follows ; that is to say, — We find and 
present that the deceased Maurice Morrison embarked at Cork on Friday the 
pth day of Janua^i last, in the steam-vessel Killarney, George Baily master 
belon^ng to the Bristol Steam Packet Company, on an intended voyage to 
Bristol, and that on Saturday the 20th day of January aforesaid the°said 
vessel was wrecked on the south-west coast of Ireland, near Robert’s Cove, in a 
very violent gde of wind, and the said Maurice Morrison, with several other 
passengers and part of the crew, were then and there unfortunately drowned. 

™ George Baily and crew used their utmost 

endeavours for the preservation of the vessel and the lives of all on board 
except so far as not going into the engine-room to ascertain from personal 
knowledge why the fires could not be kept lighted; and we further find thS 
number of p,gs on board that said vessel, both in the fore-hold and 
the deck, tended in a great measure to increase her danger during said gale of 
wind, and to accelerate her loss. And we therefore earnestly -ecoinmend that 
may be applied to, in order that some regulations may 
adopted for the export of pigs and other live cattle, so as that the safety of 
p^sengers and crews may not be endangered by them ; and further, that life- 
boate be established and proper machinery kept at the coasts in the custody 
ot the coast guards for the preservation of the lives of shipwrecked persons. 



Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 

. Whitehall, 27 February 1838. 

1 AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to 
request that you will lay before Lord Glenelg the enclosed copy of an inquest 
held on the body of one of the individuals who perished last month in the 
wreck ot the Killarney steamer, on the west coast of Ireland. 

Lord Glenelg will perceive that the finding of the jury ascribes the loss of 
the vessel chiefly to the great number of pigs on board, and earnestly recom- 
mends the attention of Government to be called to the necessity of some regu- 
lation for the export of pigs and other live cattle, and the same feeling appears 
to be generally entertained by the public. 

The attention of the President of tliis Board having likewise been called to 
the circumstance in the House of Commons, he undertook on the part of the 
oveinment to see what could be done for remedying the evils in question, and 
A the 
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the Lords of this Committee finding from a communication which has since taken 
place between the Admiralty and this Board on the subject, that none of the 
officers employed on the Irish coast can be spared from their ordinary duties, 
they request that Lord Glenelg will instruct the emigration agents at Cork and 
Waterford to inquire into the complaints alleged against the steam-packets at 
those ports plying between the two countries, and report the result of such 
inquiry to this Board, with any suggestions that they may be able to offer for 
satisfying the public mind, and with a view to the introduction of some legisla- 
tive measure on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

James Stephen, Esq. (signed) Denis le Marchant. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Government Emigration Office, 

Sir, 2 Middle Scotland Yard, 9 March 1838. 

In reference to a letter from you to the Colonial Department, stating the wish 
of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, that the emigration 
agents at Cork and Waterford should be directed to inquire into the complaints 
alleged against the steam-boats plying between those ports and Great Britain ; I 
have the honour to state that I have sent instructions accordingly to Lieutenant 
Friend, the agent at Cork, but that there is no agent at Waterford. There are, 
however, agents at Dublin, Belfast, and Londonderry ; and I would request to 
be informed whether, if any legislative measure be contemplated on the subject, 
their Lordships would not wish that similar inquiries should be made at these 
ports also, all of which have emigration agents stationed at them, while from 
some, if not from all, there is a considerable export of live stock, as well as from 
the south of Ireland. I am not aware of any resident officers at Waterford, 
unless those of the Custom-house, who could investigate the subject there. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Frederick Elliot, 

D. Le Marchant, Esq. Agent General for Emigration. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Sir, Whitehall, 9 March 1838. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade 
your letter of this day, in which you state that you have sent instructions to 
the emigration agent at Cork to inquire into the complaints alleged against 
the steam-boats plying between that port and Great Britain, pursuant to the 
wishes expressed by this Board to the Colonial Depai-tment, and I am directed 
to request that you will address similar instructions to the emigration agents 
at Dublin, Belfast, and Londonderry. 

I am, &c. 

T. F. Elliot, Esq. (signed) D. Le Marchant. 



2, Middle Scotland Yard, 

Sir, 17 April 1838. 

In reference to my letter of the 9th ultimo, and to your reply of the same 
date, I have now the honour to inclose, in compliance with ^e desire of the 
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, the reports I have received 
from the Government emigration agents * stationed at Londonderry, Belfast, 
Dublin, and Cork, respecting the complaints alleged against the steam-boats 
plying between those ports and Great Britain, in which an export trade in pigs 
and other live stock is carried on. 

Denis Le Marchant, Esq. ^ have, &c. 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) Thomas Frederick Elliot. 



* Lieut. Ramsay, ig March 18385 Lieut. Miller, ig March 1838; Lieut. Hodder, 17 March 
18^85 Lieut. Friend, 9 April 1838. 
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Extract of a LETTER from Lieutenant B.amsay, r.n.. Government Emigration 
Agent for the Port of Londonderry, dated Custom House, Londonderry, 
19 March 1838. 

I AM not acquainted with any accident having occurred with the steam- 
boats from this port, from their being overloaded with cattle and pigs, as the 
quantity exported from thence to Great Britain is rather limited. 

Thomas F. Elliot, Esq. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Government Emigration Office, 

Sir, Belfast, 19 March 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th 
instant, directing me to inquire into the complaints alleged against the steam- 
packets plying between Belfast and Great Britain, and furnish you, for the use 
of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, with a report of the 
result of my inquiries. 

In compliance with your directions I have made diligent inquiry into the 
circumstances alluded to, but the export trade in pigs and other cattle from 
Belfast is so limited, that there is little or no room for complaint ; one instance 
only has fallen under my own observation of a steam-boat taking on board too. 
many horses, and thereby she was certainly exposed to some danger, but 
I beheve it was more accidental than otherwise ; indeed the principal owners 
and agents of steam-vessels in Belfast are so highly respectable, and conduct 
the trade with so much judgment and attention, confining the number of beasts 
to the space which can be conveniently and securely appropriated to them, that 
scarcely a case of the description complained of is to be apprehended ; but this 
feeling, I regret to say, does not extend to all the neighbouring ports ; for in 
Newry, Dundalk, and Drogheda, where this trade is very extensive, I am in^ 
formed that in many instances passengers have refused to embark, both from 
the immense number of pigs crammed into the vessel, and the stench arising 
therefrom ; the feeling that some remedy is necessary appears to be unanimous ; 
and as Mr. Le Marchant’s letter calls for the suggestions of officers employed in 
this inquiry, I may be permitted to make a few remarks thereon. 

The exportation of pigs and horned cattle, forming as- it does a prominent 
feature in the frade of Ireland, and quick transit being so desirable, it may be 
considered impossible to prohibit their conveyance in steam-boats altogether ; 
and in many ports the mere conveyance of passengers and merchandize without 
cattle would not make a sufficient return to induce companies to start separate 
passenger and cattle-boats ; as also a greater number of anunals may be carried 
when the remaining or dead-weight part of the cargo is proportionably small, 
and vice versd, it would be difficult to lay dowm any general rule as to the exact 
quantity which may be embai’ked in any particular vessel. On the other hand, 
a crowded deck must materially impede the crew in the peiformance of their 
duty, and endanger the safety of the ship ; and live stock being carried in the 
hold might induce masters of steamers to allow their judgment to be overcome 
by a fear of, or an anxiety to please, the shippers or their owmers, and in con- 
sequence the hatches may be kept off in rough weather longer than prudence 
or a proper precaution would warrant, by which means lai'ge quantities of water 
get below, and tend to extinguish the fires. That this should be controlled 
admits not of a doubt, and the appointment of officers whose duty it would be 
to regulate the carriage of cattle according to circumstances, of which, being on 
the spot, they could form the best judgment, suggests itself as the most efficient 
remedy ; but as a general arrangement, it might be enacted, that no steam- 
vessel should carry pigs on deck without a strong banicade being constructed 
to confine them to the midships of the deck, leaving at all times a clear gang- 
way on each side for the seamen to pass' fore and aft. The hold convej’-ance is 
a more difficult matter, but I think the hatches might be so constructed as to 
admit of their being early secured, and air conveyed below by means of a funnel 

fitted 
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fitted to ship and unship as required, and of sufficient height to prevent the sea 
washing over it, the foul . air being in like ma;nner- carried off through pipes 
brought up betwe.en the timbers. in the side, as high. as. the gunwale rail: at 
all events, a wish to save the lives of animals under his charge, can be no excuse 
for a master delaying to secure the safety of his ship, and a neglect of this kind 
■should be' always visited with severity. •• ’ 

Trusting that in thus giving my opinion, I have not exceeded the limits 
prescribed to me, 

I have, &o.- 

(signed) Edioard Miller, Lieut, r. n., 

T. F. Elliot, Esq., and Government Agent for Emigration. 

Agent Gen. for Emigration. 



Government Emigration Office,' 

Sir, Dublin, 17 March 1838. 

In reply to your letter of the 13th, I have the honour to transmit the result 
of my inquiries relative to the transport of live stock between the two countries, 
it would appear that, since the establishment of the Dublin Steam Packet 
Company, no instance.. has .occurred of the necessity of throwing either cattle 
or pigs overboard, nor can, I learn an instance of any of the vessels having been 
endangered by being overburdened, except the Lord Blayney, from Newry, 
which was obliged to drive her deck cargo overboard, having shipped a heavy 
Sea off the Calf of Man; she was laden from one extreme to the other with 
cattle, leaving the steersman barely clear. 

In order to remedy this evil, I would suggest the propriety of confining the 
deck cargo within certain limits (number or weight, being too indefinite), for 
instance, from the after part of the forecastle, (or in a steamer, which is the 
same thing ) from the fore part of the houses to the fore part of the main 
hatchway, whereby the extremes will be unincumbered, and an easy access 
afforded to the anchors and chains, which in Channel passages is of the first 
importance ; and also that particular attention should be paid to the substance 
and security of the shifting-boards, so that they should be able to sustain any 
pressure occasioned by a sea lurch.” Such being attended to, I am of opinion 
that any cargo a vessel can contain amidships” may be carried with safety. 
A great difference exists between the passages from Dublin, Drogheda, Newry, ' 
Dundalk, to Liverpool, and that ’between Coi-k and Waterford to Bristol, both 
in nature and extent. 'When the wind falls in this part'of the Channel, the sea 
goes down, and the southerly and westerly winds prevailing, vessels have smooth 
water when they reach Holyhead, which they usually do in six or seven hours ; 
whereas, on the Cork and Waterford passages, they are exposed to the heavy 
rolling sea of the Western Ocean, to the entrance of the Bristol Channel, where 
they are often met with a sea as bad, or worse, occasioned by the great strength 
of the tides. On those passages the limits alluded to may be reduced, or in 
the winter, months deck cargo altogether prohibited. 

I have, &c. 

Thomas F. Elliot, Esq,, (signed) T. E. Hodder, Lieut, r. n. 

&c. &c. &c. 



H. M. Emigration Office, 

Sir, Cork, 9 April 1838. 

Agreeably to the directions contained in your letter of the 6th March, 
desiring me to inquire into the alleged complaints against the steam-vessels 
trading between this port and England, and to furnish you with the result of 
such inquiry for the use of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
Trade, — 

I have now the honour to inform you, for the information of their Lordships, 
that I have made such inquiries as circumstances enabled me, of persons 
residing in this neighbourhood ; but the most material evidence touching the 

loss 
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loss of the Killamey, that of the chief suiTiving officer (the mate), who had been 
in the engine-room prior to the loss of that unfortunate vessel, I have not been 
able to obtain, he being now in Bristol. I waited on the Coroner who presided 
at the inquest alluded to in the communication accompanying your letter, but 
could not learn that there were any definite complaints against the steam- 
vessels ; but that the jury considered that the loss of the Killaniey, from the 
evidence brought before them, was mainly attributed to the heavy deck load of 
pigs which she had on board at the time, and that in consequence they recom- 
mended some legislative restriction as to the number of pigs, or the quantity of 
deck load to be adopted. 

I have also made inquiries of such gentlemen whose nautical and mer- 
cantile experience renders their opinion worthy of notice, as well as of the agent 
of the St. George Steam Packet Company, and of several of the most respectable 
masters who have been commanding steam-vessels between this and England 
for several years ; and although their evidence must be obviously received with 
caution, yet it is certainly deserving of consideration, as it appears that only 
once in 12 years has there been occasion to throw overboard the deck load, and 
even then 240 pigs were retained on board, although these vessels have con- 
tinued running in aU weathers during so many winters. It will be perceived 
that the companies do not insure their vessels, and are consequently interested 
in their not carrying more deck load than is consistent with their safety. But 
notwithstanding these circumstances, I cannot but consider that there should be 
some legislative restiiction as to the quantity of pigs, or other live cattle, to be 
canied on deck ; even though they may not directly affect the safety of the 
vessel, yet the crowded state of the decks must obviously obstruct the 
movements of the crew in times of risk and danger, and increase the 
labouring of the vessel when going with a heavy sea on the beam. 
It appears to me that no steam-vessel should be permitted to carry a 
greater number of pigs or other live cattle on deck than could be con- 
veniently placed on one side of the vessel, so that they may be used for trimming 
if required, and so add to the general safety, and I think this point would be 
accomplished by limiting the number of pigs to one to each ton of the register 
measurement, calculating sheep and calves as pigs, and horned cattle as equal 
to two pigs. The only objection to this limitation is that the freight will pro- 
bably be increased, and a question arises, whether such increase of freight wiE 
operate as a check to the exportation of pigs from Ireland ; my own opinion is 
that it will not, but, on the contrary, that the shippers of such pigs and cattle 
will be actually benefited by the reduction of the numbers to be carried, pro- 
vided the original freight is in proportion to the decrease of numbers, as at 
present, from the usual ci’owded state of the vessels, many losses occur by death, 
which in all probability will be much reduced when a smaller number is 
carried. 

That such losses do take place appears evident from there being a by-law in 
liver^JOGl, imposing a fine on the masters of the vessels for each animal not 
reported having died on the passage. The increase of freight will also induce 
the export of a superior quality, as they will better pay the additional expense. 

The opinion I have now ventured to offer is fully in accordance with that of 
every indmdual not connected with the steam company, particularly of several 
experienced naval officers, all of whom have frequently considered the safety 
of the steam-vessels between this port and England to have been compromised 
by the great quantity of pigs carried on deck, and also fully concur in expressing 
the necessity of some regulation on this point. 



I annex the evidence of the agent 
packet companies. 



and masters belonging to the 
I have, &c. 



steam- 



Thomas F. Elliot, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 



(signed) Charles Friend, Lieutenant, r. n. 
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Evidence of the Agent and Masters of the Steam Packet Company. 

Mr. Beale the managing agent of the St. George Packet Company in Cork 
states, that the value of the vessels in the employment of the company tradinir 
between this port and England, average from 20,000?. to 30,000 1 The Svriiis 
cost near 30,000?., the Juno 24,000?., the Vulture 25,000?. That the Comnanv 
do not insure them, but hear their own risk, and consequently have a decided 
interest in their safety.^ That the commanders of the respective vessels are 
. left to their own discretion, both as to sailing when the weather is tempestuous 
and as to the quantity of deck load, which is regulated according to the state 
of the weather. ^ Mr. Beale also states, that on investigating the cause of the 
Killarney s loss, it appeared from the evidence of the mate, subsequent to the 
inquest, that the water in the engine-room which put out the fires, and rendered 
the vessel unmanageable, was hot water, and that it was in the act of wearing- 
preparatory to bearing up for their return, that she laboured so much that ft 
became necessary to relieve the vessel by throwing overboard their deck care-o 
consisting of 429 pigs, (having on board 669, 240 of which were below ) and 
that such a measure would not have been requisite could the vessel have been 
kept under command by her machinery ; that the tonnage of the Killarney was. 
225 re^ster tonnage; the pigs averaging about a hundred weight and a half 
each, which was not more than the vessel was fully able to carry, having frequently 
canned a much greater number, and that consequently her loss must be 
attributed to something attached to her boilers having given way and not to 
the quantity of deck cargo. ’ 

Mr. P^ker, commander of the “Victory” steam-vessel, running between 
this and Bristol, states. That he has been commanding on this line near 12 
years, and that during the whole period he has never had occasion to throw 
overboard any part of the deck load but once, which was in the heavy (rale 
which visited this coast from the 13th to the 16th February last when in con 
sequence of being oblipM suddenly to haul off the land in a tremendous sea 
he threw overboard all but 240 pigs, which he had no difficulty in doing and 
which was sufficient to relieve the vessel. He also states that he has llWays 
used his own discretion as to the quantity of deck load to be taken ; and that 
he considers a moderate deck load of no disadvantage, but rather of service 
liie Victory s tonnage is 250 tons register ; considers she can carry safely 
111 any weather 600 pigs, which might be, in extreme cases, reduced to 250 • he 
nas always tak6u 600 in summer and 500 in winter. * 

Mr. Pile, commanding the “Ocean,” of 300 tons register, has been com- 
manding steam-vessels near 12 years, now on the Liverpool line, has never had 
occasion to throw overboard any deck cargo ; has carried 700 pivs 500 of 
which were on deck, which he considers may he safely ean-ied. He states he 
has always been left to use his own discretion, whether in sailing or puttin"- 
back, or in the quantity of deck load to be carried. o r o 

Mr. H^de commands the “City of Bristol,” belonging to the City of Bristol 
Company, employed between Cork and Bristol, of 229 tons register; states that 
he has commanded a steam-packet nine years; that he had never occasion to 
throw overboard any part of his deck cargo ; considers his vessel can carry 500 
■"f I ™ >>'‘8 taken at one time 800- 

and that the Company do not insure their vessels, but bear their own risk- 
that he used his own discretion on the quantity of cargo to be taken. 
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